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I n November, Cato hosted the spe-
cial premiere screening of Trump as 
Destiny: Why a Reality Show President 
Was Inevitable, a new short docu-

mentary created for We the Internet TV by 
former Cato intern and filmmaker Rob 
Montz. Gene Healy, vice president of the 
Cato Institute, hosted the screening and 
after-film discussion. Healy was also inter-
viewed throughout the film, which builds 
on many of the themes of Healy’s 2008 
book The Cult of the Presidency: America’s 
Dangerous Devotion to Executive Power.  

Through this fast-paced documentary 
aimed at young online audiences, Montz lays 
bare a dynamic that is often an unremarked 
background assumption of American poli-
tics: the messianic, all-encompassing obses-
sion with the presidency. As a cultural 
phenomenon, presidents have placed them-
selves firmly at the constant center of atten-
tion. On policy matters, presidents have 
usurped vast powers from the legislative and 
judicial branches. The office has become ex-
actly what the Framers hoped to avoid: an 
elective monarchy occupied by demagogues 
with nearly unlimited power.  

Presidents of both parties have spent 
most of the past century holding themselves 
out as a combination of national entertain-
ment figure and strongman savior. Instead 
of “characters pre-eminent for ability and 
virtue” as envisioned by Alexander Hamilton 

in Federalist no. 68, the office has become tai-
lor-made for celebrities with dubious quali-
fications. It was only a matter of time, then, 
before a pop-culture celebrity claimed the 
office with a focus on the performative  
aspects of the modern presidency. In this un-
derstanding, the current chaotic administra-
tion is less of a break from tradition and 
more of an inevitable culmination of presi-
dential aggrandizement from FDR to 
Obama.  

 Cato’s internship program is highly com-
petitive, and interns work closely with policy 

scholars in their assigned departments. All 
interns also complete an intensive seminar 
program covering both professional devel-
opment and libertarian policy perspectives. 
Many former Cato interns have gone on to 
successful careers in public policy advocacy, 
and the institute is always pleased to show-
case the results of its investments in the next 
generation of liberty advocates.  n  

 
TRUMP AS DESTINY CAN BE FOUND ON WE 
THE INTERNET TV’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL, AND 
THE DISCUSSION WITH ROB MONTZ AND GENE 
HEALY CAN BE VIEWED ON CATO'S WEBSITE.  

“Trump as Destiny: Why a Reality Show President Was Inevitable”

Intern Alumnus Makes Case against Superhero Presidency

Former Cato intern ROB MONTZ narrates his film Trump as Destiny, outlining the history of  
the imperial presidency and how chief executives have long used the office to manipulate public 
opinion. 

identifier.  The specific additional identifier 
used may seem very important today but will 
lose meaning to future generations as the 
inexorable friction of assimilation, inter-
marriage, cultural change, and the constant 
addition of new identifiers supplants the 
older ones in importance. Such is the pattern 
of assimilation in the United States — yesterday, 
today, and by all indications, tomorrow. 

APPRECIATING THE BENEFITS,  
CUTTING THE COSTS  

The government should focus on reducing 
the risks of crime and terrorism committed 
by immigrants, but we should not let such 
a focus blind us to the enormous gains from 
immigration and the need to expand them.  
Our restrictive immigration laws contrast 
sharply with American traditions and limit 
our ability to benefit from the voluntary 

and peaceful movement of people across 
borders.  American culture is globally dom-
inant, and our freedom and prosperity are 
still hailed as models for others.  We should 
make it easier for people to come here 
legally. For that to happen, it would be 
helpful if media coverage focused less on 
real but rare problems and more on the 
broad benefits of immigration to our econ-
omy and society.  n 
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