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T
he Cato Institute has long 
been dedicated to spreading 
the ideas of freedom through 
books, studies, policy analy-

sis, and research. Starting next spring, the 
Institute will launch a new way to explore 
the message of liberty. Freedom: Art as the 
Messenger will be Cato’s first-ever art exhibit, 
as we open our doors to the general public 
and invite artists across all media to submit 
works for display at the Cato Institute’s 
beautiful building on Massachusetts Av-
enue in Washington, D.C.  

Born of discussions with Harriet 
Lesser—an international exhibition artist, 
Strathmore curator, and longtime friend of 
Cato’s—Freedom: Art as the Messenger will be 
a juried art exhibit on display from April 11 
to June 14 of next year. Entries in all media 
are being accepted with a submission dead-
line of January 11.  

The exhibit’s Call to Entry succinctly ex-
plains the purpose of this project: “We are 
living in an era where people are finding their 
combative voice but having little conversa-
tion or dialogue. The goal of this exhibition 
is to provide a medium for that conversation. 
This exhibition invites all investigative 
points of view in all media; 2-D, 3-D, audio, 

and video. A full spectrum of interpretation 
is invited—whether personal, emotional, 
general, realistic or imagined, communal, or 
individual—addressing Freedom in all its 
manifestations through art.”  

Submissions will be considered through 
a blind jury process and will be juried on aes-
thetic value, mastery of craft, and relevance 

to the exhibition theme. Cash prizes will be 
awarded for Best in Show, Second Place, and 
Third Place at the opening reception. Hon-
orable mentions will also be recognized. n  

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND INSTRUCTIONS  
ON HOW TO SUBMIT WORKS FOR CONSIDERA-
TION, SEE CATO.ORG/FREEDOM-ART-AS-THE-
MESSENGER. 

A new way to reach the public on the value of liberty 

Art Exhibit at Cato: Freedom: Art as the Messenger 

Artist’s visualization of a banner which will be used on Cato’s Massachusetts Avenue building. 

Threat of Big Tech; and Tim Wu’s The Attention 
Merchants. 

Yet these now-criticized tech giants are 
all constantly pushing up against each other, 
and smaller companies, with innovative new 
offers. As tech journalist Scott Rosenberg 
writes: “One problem with today’s charges 
of monopolistic behavior is that there are so 
many monopolists this time around. And 
they’re all competing with one another!” 

As to where the Trump administration 
comes down on antitrust, Washington is still 
trying to parse the meaning of the Antitrust 

Division’s prosecution of AT&T’s proposed 
merger with content company Time Warner, 
a $109 billion transaction—and its dubious 
decision to appeal U.S. District Court Judge 
Richard Leon’s merger approval. The Obama 
administration had blocked AT&T’s proposed 
acquisition of T-Mobile, a $39 billion trans-
action. But that was a “horizontal” merger 
proposal that would have lowered the number 
of nationwide cellular carriers from four to 
three. In a “vertical” merger of content and 
internet distribution, the better parallel is 
Comcast’s acquisition of NBCUniversal, a 
$30 billion transaction approved by the 

Justice Department in 2011 with modest 
conditions.  

Silicon Valley should take all this activity 
as a teachable moment. When the companies 
first went to the government in the 1990s to 
seek intervention against Microsoft, and 
when they pushed for FCC net neutrality 
rules more recently, they set a precedent that 
brought Washington into their industry. They 
took it for granted that regulators would 
never go after content platforms like their 
own, but now it is precisely those platforms 
that are squarely in the sights of many politi-
cians. n 
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