
EVERYTHING WRONG WITH THE
ECONOMY IN ONE STORY
Nestlé USA, the maker of Häagen-Dazs,
Baby Ruth, Lean Cuisine and dozens of
other mass brands, is moving its U.S. head-
quarters to Arlington. . . . 

Nestlé was lured to the area, executives
say, by its proximity to lawmakers, regula-
tors and lobbyists—and more than $16 mil-
lion in state and county subsidies.
—WASHINGTON POST, FEBRUARY 1, 2017 

SOMEBODY NEEDS TO READ 
ARTICLE I
Joe Pizarchik spent more than seven years
working on a regulation to protect streams
from mountaintop removal coal mining.

It took Congress 25 hours to kill it.
The rule is just one of dozens enacted in

the final months of the Obama administra-
tion that congressional Republicans have
begun erasing under a once-obscure law—
much to the dismay of agency staffers who
hauled those regulations through the long
process to implementation. 

“My biggest disappointment is a major-
ity in Congress ignored the will of the peo-
ple,” said Pizarchik, who directed the
Interior Department’s Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
from 2009 through January. . . . 

“I believe there’s a good chance that, in a
legal challenge, that a court will overturn
Congress’ actions here as an unconstitu-
tional usurpation of the executive branch’s
powers,” he said.
—POLITICO, FEBRUARY 11, 2017 

IMAGINE AN ECONOMY WHERE
WE ALL HAVE GOOD, WELL-PAYING
JOBS AS REGULATORS
The regulation actually would have cost rel-
atively few mining jobs and would have 
created nearly as many new jobs on the reg-

ulatory side, according to a government 
report.
—WASHINGTON POST, FEBRUARY 19, 2017

MAKE COLLEGE BORING AGAIN
Frank Tomasulo has taught film studies at uni-
versities since 1977. Last year, he eliminated
several classic movies from his syllabus for fear
of offending his mostly liberal students.

He no longer shows “Birth of a Nation”
(because it deals with racism), the W.C.
Fields film “The Bank Dick” (because it
makes fun of blind people), or “Tootsie.”

“It brings up too many gender stereo-
types,” said Dr. Tomasulo.

Such caution is part of the new normal
for many faculty across the country as they
adapt to an environment in which a word or
turn of phrase—if perceived to be biased or
insensitive—has the power to derail a career. 

In recent years, hundreds of schools have
created bias-response teams that field thou-
sands of complaints from students from
across the political spectrum who believe
they have been slighted or slurred over race,
gender, sexual orientation or political views.
At some campuses, conservative students
have posted clips of lectures to expose what
they see as professors’ radical leftist views.
—WALL STREET JOURNAL, FEBRUARY 28, 2017

WE’RE GUESSING SHE DIDN’T
MAJOR IN ECONOMICS
Restaurant diners are footing the bill for ris-
ing minimum wages.

In lieu of steep menu price increases,
many independent and regional chain
restaurants in states including Arizona,
California, Colorado and New York are
adding surcharges of 3% to 4% to help off-
set rising labor costs. . . . 

Jamie Hampton, 37 years old, walked out
of San Diego’s BO-beau kitchen + bar in Jan-
uary after seeing a notice about the surcharge.

She and her boyfriend chose a restaurant
across the street that didn’t charge one.
—WALL STREET JOURNAL, MARCH 9, 2017

CAN WE TELL THE SATIRICAL
POLITICIANS FROM THE REAL
ONES?
The self-proclaimed most beautiful candi-
date in Serbia arrives in the sleepy town of
Kovacica at midday, a loudspeaker perched
atop his aging car. His name is Ljubisa Beli
Preletacevic, or just Beli for short. He’s tall,
blue-eyed and wearing his signature white
suit and shoes, his long hair in a knot above
his head. He tells NPR that he has a mes-
sage for voters:

A new politician is here to save
you. I’m pure and clean. Whatever
the other politicians promise you, I
will promise you three times more.

I’ll give jobs to everyone and big
pensions to everyone. I’m going to
move the sea here because we need
a beach.

Beli founded a satirical party last year.
—NPR, MARCH 30, 2017

BECAUSE SHE KNOWS THE
TRAVEL BUSINESS SO WELL
Chelsea Clinton is joining the board of 
directors of online travel booking site 
Expedia. . . . 

Filings for IAC [InterActiveCorp] say
Chelsea Clinton is entitled to receive
$300,000 in a mix of stock and cash each
year for serving as a director.
—ASSOCIATED PRESS, MARCH 18, 2017

THE MADURO DIET
Venezuela’s Living Conditions Survey
found that nearly 75 percent of the popu-
lation lost an average of at least 19 pounds
in 2016 due to a lack of proper nutrition
amid an economic crisis.
—UPI, FEBRUARY 19, 2017 
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