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I
n American politics, particularly during an election year,
you’re likely to hear a lot about political “divisiveness.” Yet
on one topic, the two parties have historically had very little
meaningful disagreement—foreign policy. While Republi-

cans and Democrats might quibble over the details of how we ought
to conduct our interventions or manage our allies, the essential
premise upon which America’s current foreign policy rests—that
America must maintain primacy, supposedly preserving peace for
all nations and allies by asserting its dominance throughout the
globe—is never questioned.

Our Foreign Policy Choices, a new guide to
foreign policy edited by Cato’s Christopher
Preble, Emma Ashford, and Travis Evans,
challenges this bipartisan consensus and
offers an alternative policy of restraint—one
that emphasizes that America’s global influ-
ence is strongest when spread by peaceful
rather than military means. 

Our Foreign Policy Choices features numer-
ous Cato scholars and other experts tack-
ling the top foreign policy concerns of
today—from military budgets to NATO

policy to strategies for handling ISIS, Iran, Russia, China, and more.
It provides a valuable resource for journalists, hill staff, and politi-
cians—Libertarian presidential candidate Gary Johnson recently
cited the guide’s section on North Korea, which urges greater diplo-
macy with China in lieu of foolhardy interventionism, during his
editorial board meeting with the Washington Post.

      

Ashford, Preble, and Evans traveled to the Republican and Dem-
ocratic National Conventions in July, hoping to engage both of the
major parties in a substantive debate over these issues. They distrib-
uted copies of the foreign policy guide and spoke privately with sev-
eral media personalities, including Jake Tapper and Joe Scarbor-
ough, as well as many representatives and senators. Ashford was fea-
tured on a Washington Post Live panel at the Republican National
Convention, where they discussed the state of the GOP’s foreign
policy platform. “It’s an interesting year for many Republican law-
makers, who now see their party’s candidate differ substantially
from them on foreign policy issues,” said Ashford. “But the new
debates in foreign policy that are appearing this year also really
highlight the fact that many Americans want a broader debate on
foreign policy, instead of just politics as usual.”n

OUR FOREIGN POLICY CHOICES IS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT CATO.ORG/PUBLICATIONS.

TOM PALMER ON SELF-CONTROL

A life of freedom entails a life of self-control—a life
where you are responsible for your choices, rather

than being controlled by government dictates. Self-Control
or State Control? You Decide, a new book from the Atlas
Network edited by Cato senior fellow Tom G. Palmer, ex-
plains how embracing personal responsibility can allow us
to regain control over our own lives. “Achieving greater
self-control yields benefits not only in terms of better lives,
but also in greater ability to struggle for our freedom as
legal equals in free societies,” writes Palmer. “Greater self-
control is something we can acquire, something we can in-
tegrate into our lives, something we can learn.” The book
features essays on the relationship between freedom and
responsibility, their philosophical and scientific underpin-
nings, and practical advice on self-control from numerous
prominent thinkers, including New York Times journalist
John Tierney, Harvard economist and Cato’s director of
economic studies Jeffrey Miron, and many more. Nobel
laureate Vernon Smith praised it as an “important book. . . in
the tradition of Adam Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments,”
while Deirdre McCloskey called it an “amazing guide” to
gaining liberty.  

LUKEWARMING PRINT EDITION 

W hen it comes to global war-
ming, there aren’t just two

choices—“alarmist” or “denier.”
As Cato scholars Pat Michaels
and Paul C. Knappenberger have
argued, there’s a third choice: luke-
warming. “Lukewarmers” believe
that the evidence for man-made
climate change is compelling but
is exaggerated by faulty climate
models and perverse incentives
in climate science. Lukewarmers

are also optimists, confident that human ingenuity and eco-
nomic development can conquer environmental challenges.
Their book Lukewarming: The New Climate Science That
Changes Everything—previously only available as an ebook—
is now available for the first time in print at Cato.org/store,
Amazon.com, and bookstores, starting in mid-September.
The print edition has also been updated to reflect the re-
sults of the Paris Accord and more recent science, includ-
ing the effects of El Niño and other new data.


