
CLINT BOLICK NAMED TO ARIZONA
SUPREME COURT

L ibertarian lawyer Clint Bolick, the author of four Cato
books, was appointed to the Arizona Supreme Court 

in January. “Clint is nationally renowned and respected as 
a constitutional law scholar and as a champion of liberty,”
said Governor Doug Ducey. “He brings extensive experience
and expertise, an unwavering regard for the rule of law, and 
a firm commitment to the state and citizens of Arizona.”
Bolick co-founded the Institute for Justice and served for
several years as the vice president for litigation at the Gold-
waterInstitute. His Cato Institute publications include
Voucher Wars: Waging the Legal Battle over School Choice;
David’s Hammer: The Case for an Activist Judiciary; Grassroots
Tyranny: The Limits of Federalism; and The Affirmative Action
Fraud: Can We Restore the American Civil Rights Vision?

PUTTING OUT FIRES 

The $1.1 trillion omnibus spending bill passed by Con-
gress in December has plenty of things to dismay small

government advocates—but there was at least one victory
in the negotiations, thanks to Cato senior fellow Randal
O’Toole. A proposed amendment would have given the 
Forest Service a “virtual blank check,” as O’Toole put it, 
to spend $2.9 billion a year. For context, the most they have
ever spent in the past was $1.5 billion. The proposal was 
defeated, and according to someone familiar with the 
negotiations, O’Toole’s work critiquing the proposal was
“pivotal” to killing the bill and thereby saving taxpayers 
millions of dollars. “The Forest Service’s fire programs are
still very wasteful,” said O’Toole, “but not as wasteful as
they would have been if this had passed.” 

FACT-CHECKING THE MEDIA 

In recent months journalists have churned out dozens of dramatic warnings of how the federal government is
about to finally enforce the REAL ID Act and require resi-
dents of states that have refused to implement a national ID
program to use a passport every time they fly. In reality, DHS
has failed time and again to enforce these “deadlines.” Cato
senior fellow Jim Harper began Tweeting out these false
alarms with the hashtag #TakenInByDHS. “In reporting un-
critically on the Department of Homeland Security’s claimed
deadlines for implementing the U.S. national ID law, many
journalists are unwittingly helping impose a system that the
federal government may one day use to identify, track, and
control every American,” he wrote. “The fact is that there 
is no real cost to state non-compliance with REAL ID.”
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J
ason Brennan’s Political Philosophy: An Introduction begins with a
question: Why should governments be able to do things ordinary
people can’t? Imagine: “Virtuous Vani” thinks processed sugar
poses a grave danger to society, and holds a 7-11 clerk at gunpoint

for selling Big Gulps—who wouldn’t call for her immediate arrest? But if
that’s the case, why can Food and Drug Administration bureaucrats do
virtually the same thing and receive applause? 

This is just one of the many puz-
zles addressed by Brennan, a pro-
fessor at Georgetown University.
What rights do people have, and
are they ever absolute? Is liberty an
end in itself? How much freedom
should people have? Is utilitarian-
ism a viable theory of justice? Polit-
ical philosophy addresses ques-
tions that at first glance may seem
obvious, but soon turn complex—is
slavery always wrong? Is voluntary
slavery therefore impossible? 
Questions like these are neces-

sary, as Brennan explains, if we are
to evaluate institutions as just or
unjust. Social sciences may be able

to inform us of some of the trade-offs and consequences of institutions,
but they can’t tell us how to evaluate those trade-offs. “Is it better to be
equal but worse off, or is it better to be unequal but better off? To answer
that question, we have to think critically about justice,” Brennan writes.
“We’ll have to know how to weigh equality against freedom or prosperity.” 

       

Brennan’s work offers a short primer on the basic ideas of political phi-
losophy, outlining the arguments of John Stuart Mill, John Locke, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, John Rawls, Robert Nozick, and many others. He also
hosts the second Guide for Cato’s Libertarianism.org, a new series of
online courses introducing the principles of libertarian thought. Political
Philosophy serves as the accompanying text for his lectures, a series of short
videos that can be watched online or downloaded for listening on the go. 

      

Brennan’s Introduction focuses especially on libertarian philosophers
and evaluates the various theories discussed, but does not aim to convince
the reader of any particular ideology. Instead, Brennan provides readers
with a broad working knowledge of political philosophy and the tools to
think critically about these issues on their own.  n

VISIT STORE.CATO.ORG/BOOKS TO PURCHASE YOUR COPY OF POLITICAL 

PHILOSOPHY: AN INTRODUCTION. BRENNAN’S ONLINE SERIES IS AVAILABLE

FOR FREE AT LIBERTARIANISM.ORG/GUIDES. 


