
MORE AMERICAN THAN…

Encouraging people of all stripes to appreciate the princi-
ples set forth in America’s founding documents, the Cato

Institute has distributed more than five million pocket-sized
editions of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independ-
ence. Its influence continues to be observed far and wide. “For-
get apple pie,” Betsy Woodruff, a staff writer at Slate, wrote
recently. “Forget the Statue of Liberty, Chuck Norris, Daisy
Dukes, cowboy boots, and hot dogs on the Fourth of July. The
most American thing that has ever existed landed on my desk 
a few weeks ago in an unsolicited mailing from a libertarian-
leaning think tank: a snappy new Cato Institute pocket 
Constitution, one of millions printed since the booklets first
started streaming off printing presses decades ago.”

A YOUNG FREEDOM FIGHTER

L ast year, Gloria Álvarez, a young Guatemalan libertarian 
activist and a former intern at the Cato Institute, gave an

inspiring speech denouncing Ibero-American populism at the
Youth Parliament, a conference hosted by the Latin-American
Leader Network in Zaragoza, Spain. A video of the speech soon
went viral, receiving well over a million views on YouTube.

“The worst damage that populism does,” Álvarez said, is 
“it robs people of their dignity, it takes away from people the
sense that they can move their own lives forward.” She now
finds herself in the spotlight fighting for freedom. “Now the
challenge is determining what we can do to maintain the mo-
mentum generated by the speech, and harness it to dismantle
populism,” she said in an interview.

FIGHTING FOR FREE MOVEMENT

I n a new monograph called Open Immigration: Yea & Nay
(Encounter Broadsides), Cato policy analyst Alex Nowrasteh

takes on Mark Krikorian of the Center for Immigration Studies,
offering “a brief yet splendid example of how uplifting the debate
over immigration can be,” according to Jeff Jacoby of the Boston
Globe. “A freer immigration system would not only be economi-
cally beneficial to the United States,” Nowrasteh writes in the
booklet. “It would also be consistent with our principles of lim-
ited government, free markets, and individual liberty.”

Further countering Krikorian’s arguments, Nowrasteh makes
the case that immigration restrictions are an attempt to centrally
manage the demographics, labor market, and culture of the
United States instead of letting them develop naturally—as they
have throughout most of history. “These dueling essays are a
pleasure to read,” Jacoby concluded.

CATO NEWS NOTES

I ndividualism is one of the least understood ideas in social and
political thought. “In this society of free competition, the individ-
ual appears detached from the natural bonds,” Karl Marx wrote in
the 19th century, “which in earlier historical periods make him the

accessory of a definite and limited human conglomerate.” Perhaps ironi-
cally, this idea that individualism leads to a destructive social atomism is a
key element of many popular conservative complaints, as well.

In the first release of a new series published by Libertarianism.org,
Individualism: A Readerprovides a wealth of illuminating essays from the
17th to the early 20th centuries. Edited by scholars George H. Smith and
Marilyn Moore, individualism is explained and defended throughout

various selections from 25 differ-
ent writers, offering insightful,
and sometimes unusual, perspec-
tives. The collection includes not
only selections from well-known
writers—such as John Stuart Mill
and Oscar Wilde—but also many
lesser-known pieces. Henry Wil-
son, a somewhat obscure lieu-
tenant colonel in the British
army, touches on the uselessness
of vice legislation in an article on
the moral double standard seen
in the assessments of different
economic classes.

“A number of our selections
have never appeared in previous

anthologies,” Smith writes in the preface. “Therefore, even readers
familiar with the literature on individualism will probably find some-
thing new.”

The depth and complexity of ideas about individualism are reflected
in the six sections of this collection. The first examines individuality
generally, with the following five detailing social, moral, political, reli-
gious, and economic individualism. Throughout, individualism is ana-
lyzed and defended through the various lenses of philosophers, social
theorists, and economists.

Is individualism the ability to act independently amidst a web of
social forces? A vital element of personal liberty and a shield against con-
formity? Does it lead to or away from unifying individuals with commu-
nities? Both richly historical and sharply contemporary, Individualism: A
Readerprovides a multitude of perspectives and insights on personal lib-
erty and the history of freedom.

INDIVIDUALISM: A READER IS AVAILABLE AT CATO.ORG AND AT RETAIL AND
ONLINE BOOKSELLERS NATIONWIDE.

A new book series from Libertarianism.org

On Individualism
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