
OUR BETTER ANGELS

I n a Sunday interview with the New York Times, the
world-renowned Harvard psychologist Steven Pinker

was asked what he would choose if he could require the
president to read one book. He selected The Remnants 
of War by Cato senior fellow John Mueller—a book,
Pinker added, that “explains how warfare has changed
over the course of history.”

Mueller makes the case that war is “merely an idea,”
one that “has been grafted onto human existence. . .
And it seems to me that the institution is in pro-
nounced decline, abandoned as attitudes toward it 
have changed, roughly following the pattern by which
the ancient and formidable institution of slavery
became discredited and then mostly obsolete.”

GOVERNMENT DATA FLOWS

W hile there is quite a bit of public-sector informa-
tion online, it is often buried in unusable for-

mats and archaic practices. In order to offer more infor-
mation about the government’s deliberations, Cato’s
Deepbills project gathers detailed, accessible versions 
of legislation, annotating them in order to make key 
elements of their content easily readable by computer.

As of August, Cato’s data is being used by Cornell
Law’s Legal Information Institute, helping to inform 
its 26 million yearly visitors about what Congress is
doing. The New York Times also employs the Institute’s
Deepbills data to flesh out information about legislation
that it publishes on its website. “The path to liberty
goes through transparency,” Cato senior fellow Jim
Harper says, “and transparency is breaking out all over!”

THE POWER OF PRINCIPLE

I n the Deseret News in September, Drew Clark, former
opinion editor of the paper, wrote an op-ed on the

importance of “principles that are both well-articulated
and well-accepted by the people” of a representative
democracy. Having attended Cato’s 13th Annual
Constitution Day, he praised the Institute for its unwa-
vering defense of the country’s philosophical foundation.

“Unlike some institutions in Washington, Cato
doesn’t particularly care about brokering political 
compromises,” he wrote. “And therein lies its power: 
It consistently preaches a principle-based approach 
to the Constitution.”

CATO NEWS NOTES

A s the noted social critic H. L. Mencken once declared, “The
whole aim of practical politics is to keep the populace alarmed
(and hence clamorous to be led to safety) by menacing it with
an endless series of hobgoblins, most of them imaginary.”

In A Dangerous World? Threat Perception and U.S. National Security, a new
book edited by Christopher A. Preble and John Mueller of the Cato Insti-
tute, a number of scholars ask to what degree the United States is threatened,
examining not only the multiplicity of supposed dangers, but also the wis-
dom or folly behind the measures that have been proposed to deal with them.

Paul Pillar, a visiting professor at Georgetown University’s Center for
Security Studies, observes that “substate”
threats—from terrorism to crime—pale in
comparison to traditional threats posed
by states. He urges readers to reexamine
their preconceived notions of what is
required to keep the United States both
safe and free. Noting a disconnect
between the severity of threats and how
much alarm they generate, he voices dis-
may at the tendency to identify monsters
abroad and “conceive of America’s place in
the world largely as one of confrontation
against them.” In the end, he cautions that
the capacity of the United States to curb

substate conflict is usually very limited. In fact, intervention itself can be
counterproductive.

Eugene Gholz, associate professor of political science at the University of
Texas at Austin, explores the economic effects of warfare. Although war itself
has many highly undesirable effects, he finds that overseas tensions do not nec-
essarily harm the U.S. economy. Daniel Drezner, professor of international pol-
itics at Tufts University, finds some merit in the global public good provided by
overwhelming U.S. primacy. However, it is not obvious that military power is
the primary driver of the benefit, while sustaining it comes at great cost.

Other contributors include Peter Andreas of Brown University on
“Transnational Crime as a Security Threat,” Martin Libicki of the RAND
Corporation on “Dealing with Cyberattacks,” and Mark G. Stewart of the
University of Newcastle on “Climate Change and National Security.”

Although the world will never be free from dangers, we should aspire to
understand them clearly. By chipping away at the common perception that
the world is getting more dangerous each day, the contributors to this volume
attempt to tame the tendency to overreact.

VISIT WWW.CATO.ORG/STORE OR CALL 800-767-1241TO GET YOUR COPY 
OF A DANGEROUS WORLD?TODAY; $14.95PAPERBACK.

A new book on threat perception

Is the World More
Dangerous?
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