
FREEDOM IN DECLINE

E conomic freedom in the United States has continued to
fall even as it has increased modestly at a global level.

That’s according to the Economic Freedom of the World: 2013
Annual Report, copublished by the Cato Institute, the Fraser
Institute, and more than 70 think tanks around the world.

The United States has seen more than a decade of decline,
having been ranked 3rd on the index in 2000 and 17th in the
current report. The authors note that the country has fallen
in all areas that the report measures: size of government, the
legal system and security of property rights, sound money,
freedom to trade, and regulation.

A NEW LOOK FOR LIBERTARIANISM

L ibertarianism.org, the Cato Institute’s website dedicated
to the theory and history of the libertarian tradition,

has been redesigned, offering a more user-friendly interface.
The website features a collection of resources—including a
blog, new and classic videos, essays on great classical liberals,
and a new podcast show (hosted by editor Aaron Ross
Powell and research fellow Trevor Burrus) about libertarian-
ism and the ideas that influence it. Newly posted videos
include talks from the 1970s and 1980s by Murray Rothbard,
Karl Hess, Ed Crane, and David Friedman.

By examining the philosophy of freedom at a deeper
level, Libertarianism.org seeks to shed light on the animat-
ing principles of an open and civil society.

LINDZEN JOINS CATO

T he Institute is pleased to welcome Richard S. Lindzen,
emeritus professor of meteorology at Massachusetts

Institute of Technology, as a distinguished senior fellow at
Cato’s Center for the Study of Science.

Lindzen’s pioneering research in atmospheric dynamics
has led to multiple analyses of the
sensitivity of surface temperatures to
atmospheric carbon dioxide increases,
all of which support the hypothesis
that the sensitivity is considerably
below that necessary to generate dis-
astrous climate change.

As a distinguished senior fellow, Lindzen will focus his
work on the interaction between climate science and policy-
makers and the biases that are introduced into science when
it becomes a government-funded enterprise.

CATO NEWS NOTES

A growing body of evidence points to dramatic improvements in
human well-being. In recent decades these improvements have
been especially striking in the developing world, but unfortunately
there is often a wide gap between reality and public perception. A

realistic look at the state of humanity must, in addition to recognizing persist-
ent problems, acknowledge positive long-term developments.

With the launch of HumanProgress.org, the Cato Institute hopes to cor-
rect those misperceptions by stimulating an intelligent debate on the drivers of
this global advancement. HumanProgress.org offers over 500 datasets 
of human devel-
opment indica-
tors from a vari-
ety of sources,
allowing visitors
to compare indi-
cators with one
another, create
and share graph-
ics, and calcu-
late differences
in human well-being between different countries over time. The website is
a project of the Cato Institute, with major support from the John Temple-
ton Foundation, the Searle Freedom Trust, and the Brinson Foundation.

The goal, then, is not to paint a rosy picture of the state of humanity, 
but an accurate one. “A realistic account of the world should focus on long-
term trends, comparing living standards between two or more generations,”
editor Marian Tupy says. “Crucially, it should compare the imperfect pres-
ent with a much more imperfect past, rather than with an imagined utopia 
in the future.”

The website pr ides the tools necessary to inform users about the many
ways in which the world has become a better place. All of its wide-ranging
data comes from third parties, including the World Bank, the OECD, the
Eurostat, and the United Nations. By putting together this comprehensive
data in an accessible way, the website provides a useful resource for scholars,
journalists, students, and the general public.

In the end, the hope is that HumanProgress.org will lead to a greater
appreciation of the improving state of the world. While Cato’s scholars argue
that policies and institutions compatible with freedom and openness are
important factors in promoting human progress, this website lets the evi-
dence speak for itself.

PLEASE VISIT HUMANPROGRESS.ORG TODAY AND SUBSCRIBE TO THE
YOUTUBE CHANNEL TO RECEIVE UPDATES ABOUT VIDEOS RELATED TO 
THE IMPROVING STATE OF THE WORLD.

A comprehensive new research tool from Cato

The Launch of
HumanProgress.org
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