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The Communist Road to Self-Enslavement 

N
o theoretician contributed as much
to the downfall of communism -or 

socialism -as did Friedrich August von 
Hayek. He did so nowhere more force
fully than in his small book The Road 
to Serfdom, first published in 1944 , 
when the end of the Second World War 
was in sight.1 He followed it up with 
many excellent works-books as well 
as articles. The most important of these 
were The Constitution of Liberty, pub
lished in 1960,2 and the three volumes 
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of Law, Legislation and Liberty, pub
lished between 1973 and 1979.3 W hen 
he was 89, he published, supported by 
W. W. Bartley, a most successful book, 
The Fatal Conceit (1989).4 These books 
form an extraordinary series of scholar
ly works that, at the same time, are ham
mer blow5 against totalitarianism. They 
contributed much to the fall of Khrush
chev's Berlin Wall and of Stalin's Iron 
Curtain. 

But Hayek did not confine himself to 
writing these politically so amazingly 
powerful works. Although a great 
scholar and distinguished gentleman, 
rather reserved in his way of living, 
thinking, and teaching, and averse to 
taking political action, he founded, 
shortly after the Second World War, 
the Mont Pelerin Society. Its function 
was to provide a balance to the count
less intellectuals who opted for social
ism. Hayek felt that more had to be 
done than writing papers and books. 
So he founded a society of scholars 
and practical economists who were op
posed to the fashionable socialist trend 
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of the majority of intellectuals who 
believed in a socialist future. The soci
ety was founded in Switzerland in 1947 
on Mont Pelerin, on the southern shores 
of Lake Geneva. I had the honor of 
being invited by Hayek to be one of the 
founder-members. Among the surviv
ing founders are Milton Friedman and 
Aaron Director. This society still ex
ists; and for many years it has exerted 
a considerable influence within the 
ranks of the intellectuals, especially the 
economists. Its first and perhaps great
est achievement was, I feel, to encour
age those who were fighting the then 
overwhelming authority of John May
nard Keynes and his school. However, 
not being an economist myself, I am 
probably not competent to assess the 
historical influence of the Mont Pelerin 
Society. This is a task-I think an im
portant task-for future historians of 
economic doctrines and economic pol
icies. Yet having been for many years a 
member of the London School of Eco
nomics, I could experience the growing 
undermining of leftist teaching which, 
in the first few years after the war, had 
been immensely powerful. 

(Cont. on p. 10) 


































