
BATTLING THE MYTHS AROUND TPA

During the Senate debate over Trade Promotion 
Authority legislation, the Wall Street Journal editorial

board criticized Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX), who claimed the 
bill would permit the Obama administration to unilaterally
change immigration law. “The Cato Institute’s Scott 
Lincicome has demolished this argument,” the Journal
proclaimed. Lincicome has written extensively on the
myths surrounding TPA, arguing that Cruz’s fears are un-
founded. “I, and many others here at Cato, would welcome 
a more modern and open US immigration system (done in
an orderly and lawful fashion, of course),” he wrote, “but
there’s simply no credible evidence that it’s happening here.” 

A MIXED VICTORY FOR GAY RIGHTS

In a historic decision, the Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that
same-sex couples have a constitutional right to marry.

The Cato Institute has long fought for equal rights for gay
and lesbian couples, and filed a brief with the Court in the
case. It was a mixed victory, however: Cato’s senior fellow in
constitutional studies, Ilya Shapiro, declared the Court’s
majority decision “right for the wrong reasons.” Civil mar-
riage itself should not be proclaimed a “right,” he argued—
it is essentially a government benefit, and as such must be
distributed without discrimination, under the Equal 
Protection Clause. “Good for the Supreme Court—and 
I echo Justice Kennedy’s hope that both sides now respect
each other’s liberties,” wrote Shapiro, “but the actual ruling
that got us there could’ve been so much more.” 

WHITE HOUSE CITES CATO

Occupational licensing needlessly regulates scores of
U.S. workers. A recent White House report—Occupa-

tional Licensing: A Framework for Policymakers—cited both an
essay in Cato’s monthly online magazine, Cato Unbound, and
an entry in Cato’s online forum, “Reviving Economic
Growth,” which will soon be published as an ebook. “Yelp,
Angie’s List, and Amazon Reviews all make it easy for past
buyers to report their observations on seller quality,” Merca-
tus Center scholars Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrok argued
in “The End of Asymmetric Information” for Cato Unbound.
Thus, they said, one of licensing’s supposed benefits, helping
consumers identify quality work, is becoming obsolete. In
the growth forum, Dean Baker of the Center for Economic
Policy Research made the case for freer trade for both phar-
maceutical drugs and foreign-born physicians.

CATO NEWS NOTES

I n 1989 political scientist Francis Fukuyama declared “the end of histo-
ry,” arguing that the death of communism signaled the ultimate tri-
umph of liberal democracy and market capitalism. But it may be that
history never quite ends. Since the global economic meltdown of

2008, the idea of freedom has been under threat once again as markets get
blamed for a crisis that was grounded at its root in government intervention.

As such, it has become more important than ever to study and interpret
the concept of freedom. Several
years ago, a number of think
tanks—including the Fraser Insti-
tute, the Liberales Institut at the
Friedrich Naumann Foundation for
Freedom, and the Cato Institute—
began exploring the possibility of
creating a broad measure of free-
dom around the world. This
marked the inception of the newly
released Human Freedom Index: A
Global Measurement of Personal, Civil,
and Economic Freedom, by Ian
Vásquez, director of Cato’s Center
for Global Liberty and Prosperity,
and Tanja Porčnik, president of the
Visio Institute. 

The index presents a broad meas-
ure of human freedom—understood
as the absence of coercive con-
straint—using 76 distinct indicators
of personal and economic freedom.

“Hard facts must counter the perception that freedom is somehow failing to
achieve the goal of a better society while serfdom succeeds,” Detmar Doer-
ing, director of the Liberales Institut, writes in the introduction. 

And indeed, the findings, which cover 152 countries for 2012 (the most
recent year for which data is available), suggest that freedom plays a central
role in human well-being. For instance, countries in the top quartile of
freedom enjoy a significantly higher per capita income ($30,006) than
those in other quartiles; the per capita income in the least-free quartile is
$2,615. 

The Human Freedom Index is the most comprehensive freedom index
ever created for a globally meaningful set of countries. It offers opportuni-
ties for further research into the elaborate ways in which freedom influ-
ences, and can be influenced by, political regimes, economic development,
and the whole range of indicators of human well-being.

THE HUMAN FREEDOM INDEX CAN BE FOUND AT 
WWW.CATO.ORG/HUMAN-FREEDOM-INDEX.
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