
NO LONGER SILENT

In its Books of the Year section, The Economistnamed
Flemming Rose’s The Tyranny of Silenceone of 2014’s best

reads. Published by the Cato Institute in November, the
book is a deeply personal account in which Rose, an editor of
the Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten, grapples with his 2005
decision to publish cartoons of the prophet Muhammad. It
was a move that quickly spiraled into a violent international
uproar, as Muslims around the world erupted in protest.

With the recent tragedy at the Charlie Hebdooffices in
Paris, issues of self-censorship in the face of intimidation
have rapidly moved again to the forefront of public de-
bate. “Setting aside the terrible human tragedy of 12 inno-
cent people who are dead, [the] events represent only the
latest grave new danger to free speech, not just in France
but around the world,” Rose wrote inPolitico Magazine.
“We all need thicker skins if freedom of speech is to sur-
vive in the age of grievance fundamentalism.”

THE IMPACT OF CATO’S PLATFORM

O n November 6, 2014, Sait Matty Jaw, a lecturer
closely associated with the libertarian organization

Students for Liberty (SFL), was brought in by the Gambian
National Intelligence Agency for questioning surrounding
his alleged involvement with the Gallup polling company.
He was then arrested and detained without justification
for more than five days.

Following a Cato Daily Podcast on the topic, hosted by
the Institute’s director of multimedia Caleb Brown, Jaw was
released by Gambian authorities. “Students for Liberty
would like to extend Cato a huge thank you for allowing us to
use their microphone to spread the news about Jaw’s detain-
ment,” Casey Given, an SFL executive board member, wrote.

INTERNATIONAL AWARDS

T he 2014 Freedom Project Award for Civil Courage,
presented each year by Wellesley College to an indi-

vidual who embodies “extraordinary action, at great per-
sonal risk, on behalf of freedom and human rights,” was
givento Xia Yeliang, a Cato visiting fellow. Xia joined the In-
stitute last year after he was dismissed by Peking University
for his outspoken criticism of China’s Communist Party.

Juan Carlos Hidalgo, a policy analyst at the Cato Insti-
tute’s Center for Global Liberty and Prosperity, received the
2014 Liberty Award from ANFE, a prominent think tank in
Costa Rica that hands out its prize every three years.

CATO NEWS NOTES

“O f the most well-known Chinese economists, few
have advocated laissez-faire market economics so
strongly, and so unstintingly, as Zhang Weiying,”
NewsChinawrote in an interview with the 55-year-old

in October. “Zhang is one of an academic minority in China who subscribe
to non-Keynesian principles, and has thus been labeled by the media as
‘spokesperson for vested interest groups,’ and even, on more than one
occasion, ‘an enemy of the people.’”

In January the Cato Institute published Zhang’sThe Logic of the Market:
An Insider’s View of Chinese Economic Reform. First published in China, where
it became a bestseller, the book is a collection of the economist’s most influ-
ential essays on Chinese economic reforms. As the director of Peking Uni-

versity’s Center for Market and Network
Economy, Zhang is considered China’s
leading market liberal, and his book offers
a unique perspective on the country’s past
economic developments as well as its
prospects for further reform in the future.

“All debates over issues of China’s
reforms reflect people’s common misun-
derstanding of the market,” Zhang writes.
He identifies two flawed conceptions in
particular. The first assumes that China’s
economic miracle stems from a unique
Chinese model, based on strong govern-
ment intervention and powerful state-

owned enterprises. The second holds that China’s current obstacles, such as
corruption and pollution, are a result of market reforms. “I disagree with
both,” Zhang adds.

“Both have blind faith in government power and distrust the logic of the
market, have blind faith in the foresight of government officials but dis-
trust the judgments of entrepreneurs,” he writes. This allegiance to author-
ity over liberty is what has led to China’s ongoing contradictions. By con-
trast, it was the relaxation of government control that ushered in the coun-
try’s transformation.

Zhang goes on to discuss, in accessible terms, how China can build upon
its past revolution with further economic and political reforms. It’s a mes-
sage that has given him a prominent voice on the world stage. “Chinese
officials no longer treat Mr. Zhang as a pariah,” the Wall Street Journal
reported in a weekend interview. “He says that when he recently wrote an
article praising the late Austrian economist Murray Rothbard, the Com-
munist Party secretary of Shanghai—a fairly high-level apparatchik—told
him he liked it.”

THE LOGIC OF THE MARKET IS AVAILABLE AT CATO.ORG AND AT RETAIL 
AND ONLINE BOOKSELLERS NATIONWIDE.
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