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The Cato Institute Launches Libertarianism.org

O
n November first, the Cato Insti-
tute launched Libertarianism.org, a
major new project focusing on the
theory and history of liberty. These

ideas—the intellectual underpinnings of
libertarianism—have always guided and
informed the work of Cato’s scholars. Lib-
ertarianism.org brings them to the fore,
using Cato’s established platform to pro-
mote the philosophy of liberty.

“Libertarianism is more than a set of
policies about education, health care,
defense, and trade,” said Aaron Ross
Powell, the site’s editor. “Behind those, pro-
viding their foundation, are ideas and his-
tory, the writings and actions of great men
and women who have argued and fought
for liberty.” The mission of Libertarianism.org,
he said, “is to express and discuss those
ideas directly.”

The project provides a new way of pro-
moting the principles Cato was founded
upon, presenting them to an audience
interested in libertarianism not just as a
guide to policy, but as a system of political
thought. It will broaden the support base
for libertarian ideas and organizations and
ready a generation of young minds to fight
for individual liberty, free markets, and
peace.

The resources produced and assembled
for Libertarianism.org reflect the best edu-
cational path for students and scholars of
liberty to gain an introduction to the liber-
tarian tradition and its major works and
thinkers. Visitors to the site will be able to
use its introductory essays and videos to
broaden their understanding of both the
philosophy of freedom and its role in shap-
ing the modern era, while regular readers
interested in exploring further will benefit
from annotated reading lists of new books
and established classics, including some of
the most potent and intriguing critiques
of libertarianism. 

The site also includes an archive of old
and new publications, a blog discussing
libertarianism both as an abstract philoso-
phy and as a way of understanding today’s

headlines, and much more.
Libertarianism.org hosts a massive

online library of streaming and download-
able videos, including exclusive appear-
ances by major thinkers such as F. A.
Hayek, Milton Friedman, Roy Childs,
Murray Rothbard, and George H. Smith.
Smith is also authoring an essay series for
the site called “Excursions into the History
of Libertarian Thought.”

With the video series “Exploring
Liberty,” Libertarianism.org offers a com-

prehensive, college-level course on the 
theory, history, and practice of liberty. 
The first two lectures in this ongoing
series, available both as streaming video
and as audio-only downloads, feature
Cato executive vice president David Boaz
providing an introduction to libertarian-
ism and senior fellow Tom G. Palmer dis-

cussing the history of liberty. Other origi-
nal video content includes “The Libertari-
an View,” a series of short videos on topics
such as the libertarian reaction to poverty,
and whether we are freer today than in 
the past.

Also available soon for free download
from Libertarianism.org is Learning about
Liberty: Cato University Home Study Course, a
30-hour audio series introducing the great
minds and great ideas of the libertarian
tradition.

“The Cato Institute has long been seen
as the world’s premier advocate of libertar-
ian public policy,” said Powell. “With
Libertarianism.org, we have the opportu-
nity to explore libertarianism at a deeper
level, and introduce people to the princi-
ples of liberty that, through application,
become those policies.” n

The Cato Institute has introduced a major new platform for advancing the principles on which the
organization was founded. With the launch of Libertarianism.org, visitors have the opportunity to 
develop their understanding of the intellectual basis for the philosophy of freedom, as well as its role
in shaping today’s headlines. The site features a collection of resources—including new and classic
videos, essays on great classical liberals and libertarians, electronic versions of out-of-print works,
book reviews, recommended reading lists, and much more.


